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April 23, 2021 
 

Manager, World Monuments Watch Program 
World Monuments Fund 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10118 
 
 
Dear Members of the Watch Selection Committee, 
 
It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of the nomination of Moose Factory’s St Thomas 
Church to the 2022 World Monuments Watch List. 
 
Moose Factory’s historic St. Thomas Church was built by Hudson’s Bay Company craftsmen with 
Cree assistance between 1856 and 1864, on the site of the fur-trade company’s second oldest 
post in North America. It was the Pro-Cathedral of the new Anglican Diocese of Moosonee from 
1872 to 1912. 
 
The log-timber church is an elegant example of early “Carpenter Gothic”, and one that is a 
particularly rare survivor in Northern Canada. However, sadly the church is not designated and 
has no legal protection and is therefore in danger of inappropriate development including 
demolition. 
 
The church forms an integral part of the historic cultural landscape of Moose Factory dating 
back to the seventeenth century. 
 
The church is also inextricably linked to the residential and day schools which were operated at 
Moose Factory by the Anglican Church. Recognizing the history of this building and its 
complicated legacy is an important part of the path towards reconciliation. 
 
We understand the restoration effort is part of a larger initiative that will explore and 
commemorate the unique Indigenous and intercultural history and heritage of this subarctic 
region that is arguably Canada’s oldest continuous Indigenous-European “middle ground”. 
 
The history of the church and the community of Moose Factory is a complex one, and we can 
see that this project will bring into focus and celebrate the cultural diversity of their past, 
present and especially their future.  
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has delayed progress on the project and the MRHHA has had to find 
other ways of working and making progress to save the church. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The restoration of St Thomas Church will help to give voice to the underrepresented cultural 
narratives of Indigenous communities in Northern Canada. 
 
The church and Moose Factory as a whole are also under threat from more unpredictable 
spring flooding caused warming global temperatures. 
 
The project to restore the church building and repurpose it as a community heritage center will 
involve a great level of community engagement which has the potential to bring in much 
needed improvement in local capacity of specialist heritage skills and expertise. 
 
We are inspired to support this project when we hear the chair of the St Thomas Committee 
say that: “In a time when we are tearing down statues and monuments, this community has 
chosen to uphold this building, this historic church, because of what it stands for. It’s in 
remembrance of our heritage, our past, the good things and the bad things and things that we 
say we will never, ever forget.” 
 
We endorse Moose Factory’s St Thomas Church site for the inclusion on the 2022 Watch List 
without reservation. It is an iconic place with national and international significance that should 
be celebrated, not lost. 
 

Sincerely 
 

Wayne Taipale 
 
Wayne Taipale 
Mayor 


